422	THE AMERICAN CONTINENT	Part III
Bolivia held tliat the agreement should precede the cessation of
hostilities. The Committee of Three, finding it impossible to reconcile
these divergent views and to bring the two parties to an agreement
for the immediate suspension of hostilities, decided that the Commis-
sion which it was proposed to send to the Chaco would have to deal
with the situation which it found on its arrival as best it could.
Finally, on the 26th June, the Bolivian Government withdrew their
objections to the despatch of a Commission and accepted the prin-
ciple that negotiations should be carried on simultaneously for the
cessation of hostilities and the conclusion of an arbitration agreement.
The formal withdrawal of the Neutral Commission at Washington
on the following day (the 27th June) left the field clear for action by
the League of Nations, and on the 3rd July the Council decided that
the Commission recommended by the Committee of Three should pro-
ceed to the Chaco with the least possible delay.1 A Commission of
five members was accordingly constituted,2 the European members
of which were on the point of departure for the Chaco at the end of
July, when the Committee of Three received a joint proposal from
Bolivia and Paraguay to the effect that the Council, instead of sending
a special commission, should invite the 'A.B.C.P.' group of neigh-
bouring states to act on its behalf.
The fact that the two disputants were acting in concert lent special
weight to this suggestion, and on the 3rd August the Council decided
to ask the four neighbouring states if they were willing to undertake
the mission of endeavouring to find a formula for the establishment of
a just and lasting peace between Bolivia and Paraguay. It was em-
phasized that the renewed intervention of these Powers must be on
the basis of the League Covenant, and that they must keep in touch
with the Council, and it was agreed that if the proffered mandate was
not accepted the League's Commission should start for the Chaco
without further delay.
Brazil, and not Argentina, took the lead in the new attempt which
followed to find a solution of the difficulties which American mediators
had found insuperable hitherto. Argentina, indeed, displayed con-
siderable reluctance to join in the attempt; and, after Bolivia had
1	Begret was expressed by certain members of the Council—notably Tby the
representatives of France and Great Britain—because tlie Committee of Three
liad not been able to bring about the immediate cessation of hostilities, but it
was generally recognized that the committee was obliged, in view of the con-
tumacy of Boh"via and Paraguay, to leave it to the commission to make the
best arrangement possible.
2	The five members were nationals respectively of Spain, France, Great
Britain, Italy, and Mexico. They elected as their chairman Senor Alvarez del
Yayo, a former Spanish Ambassador in Mexico.

